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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-15 and 43-55 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 16-42.56 and 57 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claims 1.2.9-1 543.44 .47-49 and 55 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 3-8 and 45-46.50-54 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on • is/are: a)D accepted or b)l2 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Q All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . Applicant's election without traverse of group 1(1-1 5,43-55) is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-15,43-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. 

Claim 1 recites "in response to receiving the SS7 MTP network management 
message, generating a data network management message including at least some of 
the operating status information " in lines 10-12. There is no disclosure in the 
specification of " in response to receiving the SS7 MTP network management message, 
generating a data network management message including at least some of the 
operating status information". 

As to claim 43 refer to claim 1 rejection. 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "in response to 
receiving the SS7 MTP network management message, generating a data network 
management message including at least some of the operating status information" in 
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claims 1-15,43-55 (refer to paragraph 3) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from 
the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-2,14-15,43-44,47-49, 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Glitho (US Patent 5,870,565) in view of Fourcand et al ( US Patent 
6,731,741 ). 

As to claim 1 , Glitho discloses a method for use at a gateway node in a 
converged telephony / data network environment for communicating operating status 
information associated with nodes in a signaling system 7 (SS7) telephony signaling 
network of the converged network to nodes in a data network of the converged network 
(Fig. 2), the method comprising: 

(a) receiving an SS7 message transfer part (MTP) network management message 
that includes operating status information associated with an SS7 node residing in the 
SS7 signaling network (col. 2, lines 11-31); 

(c) sending the data network management message to nodes in the data network 
that are adapted to communicate with the SS7 network (col. 2, line 43-col. 3, line 25). 
Glitho does not explicitly disclose, 
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(b) in response to receiving the SS7 MTP network management message, 
generating a data network management message including at least some of the 
operating status information. 

Fourcand discloses a telecommunication network environment includes a 
signaling server accessible by maintenance interfaces and network interface. The 
signaling services control element may perform local number portability lookup and 
global title translation on the received data portion. After processing, the signaling link 
controller generates a return message in response to the signaling information 
( Abstract, col. 3, lines 6-1 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Fourcand's teachings to modify Glitho's apparatus by 
generating a data network management message including at least some of the 
operating status information in response to receiving the SS7 MTP network 
management message in order to reduce equipment cost, network facility cost, 
maintenance costs, and network complexity, a singe flexible platform is needed to 
support large database, high transaction AIN services, and high capacity packet 
switching. 

As to claim 2, Fourcand further discloses wherein the data network is an Internet 
protocol (col. 2, lines 55-65), Glitho further discloses sending the data network 
management message to nodes in the data network that are adapted to communicate 
with the SS7 network (col. 2, line 43-col. 3, line 10-15, col. 3, line 65-col. 4, line 3). 
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As to claim 9, Fourcand further discloses wherein generating a data network 
management message includes generating a session initiation protocol (SIP) message 
(col. 8, lines 25-27). 

As to claim 10, Fourcand further discloses wherein receiving an SS7 message 
transfer part (MTP) network management message include receiving a transfer 
prohibited (TFP) message (col. 9, line 30-37). 

As to claim 11, Fourcand further discloses wherein receiving an SS7 message 
transfer part (MTP) network management message includes receiving a transfer 
allowed (TFA) message (col. 5, lines 62-65). 

As to claim 13, Fourcand further discloses wherein receiving an SS7 message 
transfer part (MTP) network management message includes receiving a transfer (TFC) 
controlled (TFC) message (col. 3, lines 45-46). 

As to claim 14, Glitho further discloses including sending the data management 
message to a specific node in the data network that requested the operating status 
information associated with the SS7 node (col. 3, line 65-col. 4, line 3). 

As to claim 15, Glitho further discloses including sending the data network 
management message to all nodes in the data network that are adapted to 
communicate with the SS7 node(col. 2, line 43-col. 3, line 10-15). 

As to claim 43, refer to claim 1 rejection. 

As to claim 44, Glitho further discloses wherein the data network is an Internet 
protocol (col. 3, lines 66-65). 

As to claim 47, refer to claim 1 0 rejection. 
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As to claim 48, refer to claim 1 1 rejection. 
As to claim 49, refer to claim 13 rejection. 

As to claim 55, Fourcand further discloses whereto the specific nodes in the data 
network are identified using routing key rules (col. 7-col. 9, line 64). 



7. Claims 3-8, 45-46,50-54, would be allowable if overcome rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu Le whose telephone number is (703) 306-3101. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey, can be reached on (703) 305-9705. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-9051 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. / -7. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



JACK B. HARVEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




Hieu Le 



\ 



